OF THE ENGLISH STAGE.             119

volume, and quoted many hundred authorities, to
prove that " those playes wherein any men act wo-
men's parts in woman's apparell must needs be sinful,
yea, abominable unto christians3." The grand basis
of his argument is a text in scripture; Deuteronomy,
xxii. 5; " The woman shall not wear that which per-
taineth unto man, neither shall a man put on a wo-
man's garment:" a precept, which Sir Richard Baker
has justly remarked, is no part of the moral law, and
ought not to be understood literally. " Where," says
Sir Richard," finds he this precept? Even in the same
place where he finds also that we must not weare
cloaths of linsey-woolsey: and seeing we lawfully now
wear cloaths of linsey-woolsey, why may it not be as
lawful for men to put on women's garments4?"

It may perhaps be supposed, that Prynne, having
thus vehemently inveighed against men's represent-
ing female characters on the stage, would not have
been averse to the introduction of women in the
scene; but sinful as this zealot thought it in men to
assume the garments of the other sex, he considered
it as not less abominable in women to tread the stage
in their own proper dress: for he informs us, " that
some Frenchwomen, or monsters rather, in Michael-
mas term, 1629, attempted to act a French play at
the playhouse in Blackfriers," which he represents as
" an impudent, shameful, unwomanish, graceless, if
not more than whorish attempt V5

3  Histriomastix, 4to. 1633, p. 179.

4  Theatrum Triumphans,  Svo. 1670, p. 16.    Martin Luther's
comment on this text is as follows :  " Hie non prohibetur quin
ad vitandum periculum, aut ludendum joco,   vel ad fallendum
hostes mulier possit gerere arma viri,  et vir uti veste muliebri;
sed ut serio et usitato  habitu talia non fiant,  ut decora utrique
sexui servetur dignitas."    And the learned Jesuit, Lorin, concurs
with  him: et Dissimulatio vestis potest interdum sine peccato
fieri, vel ad representandam cornice tragiceve personam, vel ad
effugiendum periculum, vel in casu simili."    Ibid, p, 19*

5  Histrioiiiastix, p. 414.    He there calls it only an attempt^